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More than a book about a medal – a detailed history of the 

campaigns fought by Indian soldiers of the British Indian Army, 

deeply researched, much from original primary sources and records 

in Delhi and London. 

 
The I.O.M. is the oldest decoration granted exclusively for bravery in the British Empire and it was 

perceived, at least until 1912, as the Indian soldier’s equivalent of the Victoria Cross. This work will 

encompass the original conception of the Order, its establishment in 1837, and the manner in which it 

was awarded throughout the 110 years of its existence. 

 

Details of all known awards are provided within a narrative that places them in their historical context.  

Hitherto it has been difficult to get a reasonable perspective on the services of Indian regiments during 

a period when despatches and narratives were biased towards extolling the services of British troops. 

A different and enlightening approach has been taken over previously well trodden ground, resulting 

in a contextual narrative of particular interest for students of Indian Army campaigning. 

 

In cases where there was a surfeit of reports on the gallant deeds of a particular soldier, perhaps for a 

relatively obscure action, as much as possible of this has been retained. Rewards for gallantry in the 

most important actions, such as those at Delhi and Lucknow, were often granted on the basis of 

‘general citations.’ In order to address the consequent absence of personal information, services of the 

decorated soldiers’ regiments have been recounted in detail. 

 

There are two substantial nominal indexes.  The first lists 2,700 Indian officers and other ranks of the 

H.E.I.C. Army, the majority of these being recipients of the I.O.M. The second lists over 900 British 

officers and other ranks, and civilians, who were somehow or other involved in I.O.M. actions. There 

are also several appendices including a list of I.O.M. recipients by regiment and corps. 

 

A wide range of sources has been consulted, including primary material in the National Archives at 

Delhi and the India Office Records in London, dispatches published in General Orders, official 

histories published by the Government of India and unit histories. Personal narratives published by 

officers who took part in the events that are described have provided additional anecdotal information.  

 
The ultimate objective is to publish the entire history of the I.O.M., 

both military and civil divisions, in three volumes covering three 

distinct periods: 1837-1860; 1860-1912; 1912-1947. 
 

The definitive historical record of the Indian Order of Merit 

and its recipients, many with full details of the gallant deeds 

for which their decorations were awarded. 

The preparation of Volume I, including the Afghanistan campaign of 

1838-42, expeditions to the China Coast, the two Sikh wars, South 

Persia 1857 and the Indian Mutiny of 1857-59 is now complete. This 

volume will be ready for distribution on November 1st 2010 
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2ND CAVALRY, PUNJAB IRREGULAR FORCE, 1859 

 
Dafadar Bishan Sing 

3rd Class 

Jemadar Jeewun Sing 

3rd Class 

Jemadar Jumyat Sing 

2nd Class, advanced to 1st Class 

Ressaidar Hukdad Khan 

3rd Class, advanced to 2nd Class 

 Risaldar Bishun Sing 

3rd Class, advanced to 2nd Class 

Jemadar Shere Sing 

3rd Class, advanced to 2nd Class 

Dafadar Punjaub Sing 

3rd Class 

Dafadar Sirmook Sing 

3rd Class 

 

Nineteen officers and other ranks of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry received a total of twenty-three Order 

of Merit awards (including four advancements) for gallantry during the Indian Mutiny. This 

photograph was published in the History of the Second Punjab Cavalry from 1849 to 1886 (London, 

1888). The ranks and names are contemporary to the photograph taken in 1859, and they differ 

slightly from those recorded elsewhere. A coloured facsimile, with campaign medals superimposed 

and incorrectly dated ‘circa 1880,’ was published by the National Army Museum in 1997.  



 



SPECIFICATIONS & ORDERING 
 

Each volume of Indian Order of Merit will be printed on fine coated paper and  presented in a sewn cased 

cloth binding with coloured dust wrapper featuring the insignia of the Order, the whole protected within a 

decorated cloth-covered slipcase. All edges will be gilt and there will be a silk page marker in the colours of 

the ribbon of the Order. The page size is 297x210mm (A4). 

 

Volume I 1837-1860 
Afghanistan 1838-1842 and the two Sikh Wars 

Expeditions in China, Burma and Persia 

Operations on the North-West Frontier of India 

The Indian Mutiny 

 

Volume II 1860-1912 
Operations on the North-West Frontier of India 

Afghanistan 1878-1880 

Expeditions in Burma and on the North-East Frontier of India 

Police Actions against Slavers in East and Central Africa 

China 1900, Somaliland 1903-1904, Tibet 1904 

 

Volume III 1912-1947 
Further operations on the North-West Frontier 

The First World War, Afghanistan 1919 

The Second World War 

 

Volume I, 1837-1860 consists of 924 pages of text (including 114 pages of appendices and indexes) with 

sixteen colour plates of the various classes and issues of the Order, thirty-two black and white plates of re-

cipients, plus a large folding coloured military map of India in 1858 in an end pocket. 
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ORDERS FOR DELIVERY IN INDIA  
 

Price: Rs 9,900 including postage and packaging 

 

Please contact Squadron Leader Rana Chhina, 

c/o United Services Institution of India, Centre for Armed Forces Historical Research,  

Rao Tula Ram Marg, Opp. Signal Enclave, Post Bag No. 8, Vasant Vihar P.O., New Delhi 110 057. 

Telephone 26147464.  

E mail: cafhr@usiofindia.org 

 

Please send me _____ copy(ies) of Indian Order of Merit Volume I. 

 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Distributor in India: Ambi Knowledge Resources Pvt. Ltd.   

Telephone: 011 26512393; Fax 26511158, E mail: ambi.knowledge@gmail.com 

 

Payment: By Cheque/Demand Draft payable at Delhi, in favour of ‘Ambi Knowledge Resources Pvt. Ltd.’ 
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